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DIRECTOR, FBI- 


RE: PI,YIi^_.glSCS SIGHTED- BY FRED ;; 
CRISMAN and HAROLD A. DAHLj' 

. TACQSA, ','ASHINGTOK 
SH-V X ■ . . 


Dear Sir: 


• '* The follovvingy in aeueral, are the facts .regarding the -s' . ; 

lining .disc. stpry that started-by TB8E%pj&&MM and HAROLD A,/DAHL #:ich - ■ ; > 

• subsequently resulted in news stories by the^acoana fimes, tlie^oise ^Statesman, 
and th§)t€hicago.. Stan* that a B~25 carrying Army Intelligence officers was- shot 
down Sr sabotaged over Kelso*: Washington on August 1, 1947 because It ..-was .carry¬ 
ing some.flying disc fragments. ’ .' ' ' 't-..-; .. c ■ ■ \- \ • : ' . •, ■ 


- >: . - The original- story, as‘ related by FRED CRISMAK andiLAROLD. , 

^DAHL, was to the effect that DAHL, while ^trolling in his boat near Maury 
a^ILahd,’Washington, sighted six flying discs* one-of which: fluttered to the 
.earth and disintegrated^ ■'showering-'his' boat’with' fragments-which caused some 
damage ttrtheboat and killed his dog. ■ HARGID DAHL wrote a.letter to RAY A,-.. 
jPAIMBR o£*^ff-Bavis Company. which publishes.fantastic adventure .magazines in . 
Chicago, sen^ipg him^fr^gments of ; the flying disk, and relating thfiabove'storyi- 
RM^FAUQSR recjuested^Trans-Radib Hews in Chicago to verify the story'as related 
by HAROLD. DAHL and FRED CRISMM^elegraphed RAY,FAlilER confirming DAHL is story. 

RAY PALMER then engaged ^BfRsSETm^P^OID, Boise, Idaho, who was. the fif si.to.report 
sighting the flying disc and whom RAY PAOIER had previously made a contract -for 
a story regarding the flying disc, to. come to Tacoma and shack th e ato xxjafe •-••-—t. 
related by FR2B CRISMAN and KAROID. DAHL. ■ . '***&?*. - . \ - 


" '■ . KEblJETH ARilOID came to Tacoma, Tfeshington July 30, 1947 and 

arranged for a meeting the following day, July 3iy, with. FRED CRI^AHhaM' -PAROU) 

DAHL in his room 502, ¥inthrop Hotel,^ Tacom^H^shington* : KSf®pi A^MOLD also - 
called, to. attend the. meeting.Captain MIL^fV\iS2TH, Hnitecl Airlines Pilot who; 
had also reported seeing flying disc: fragments, and Army Intelligence tp~attend 
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: v v '^his;,meetingSEM^STH ABHOLB, Captain MIL/J. S1ITH, FRED- CEISMAH,. HAEOLD 

DAHL, Captain DAVIDSOM and Lieutenant BBGvVTl of Amy A-2 Intelligence from 
Hamilton Fi^id,'California, all'met in/AENOIIU's room at various times during ,., 

4.TV.■,.' ; ;tkf-,aft : erR<x>n^and evening of.JulyJJTy 1947.and discussed the flying disc 

. story-as., related by CRIS^iAN and DAIiLw- -the'Army Intelligence Officers,/Captain 
/... ,DAFIDSGN and .Lieutenant 8R0WH* left about '2:00 A. M. the .morning of August 1, 

/’/' : 194? to .return to Hamilton. Field, California for Air Force Day in'A-B-25 and 

•l /^were;carrying some of the-reported disc fragments* The left engine on the 
B~25 ' burned an exhaust stack .which in turn caught, the left wing, afire,. the ' 

■ : j-.wing subsequently- breaking, off ..and tearing off-the tail. The B-25 crashed, 

•*1 '.U'a. Oapta^ac0A?iDSOil and; Lieutenant BROUN, However, the Crew Chief and 

a Hitch-hiker-parachuted to"safety. Intelligence Officers at McChord Field, 

' Washington .Advised there was no indication of -any sabotage. The plane, crashed 

: : at: Kelso, Washington approximately 2:50 A, SS, August 1, 1947, , 

"/f'.h v 1; '■ / " Five'anonymous'calls were, received by a reporter,; Tacoma' 

yj.htt/Times, and the-.United f^ejs's fireman, Tacoma* between 11s30 A, .M,, July'31* 1947 
* "v, ; , r. and. 5:30 P, M,, August 2* 1947, . The first call was to a Tacoma Times reporter 
. - approximately 11:30 A. M-», Judy 31*/Ah which the caller stated that there was ' 

a'meeting taking place at thdt, tlnje-in room-502 of the Winthrop Hotel concerning 
' .; the disc fragments found' on Maury Teland-. The second call was' received between 
' : 11:00 A, M» and 12;QG'nooh, August 1* 194? by the Tacoma. Times reporter in 

/ ■' whidh the caller advised that, at: that,moment a: big meeting was taking plate ■ 

in AHHOID’s.room number 502* Wihthrop Hptelj. that the B-25 which crashed was. 

" ’■ carrying disc fragments and that .Me Chord Field offici&ls .had'stated It was 

shot down or. sabotaged, The third call was. received Friday, August 1, 194? 
at 5:30 F> M* by the United press ^iremaii,■ Taccsaa, in which the caller stated 
that the B-25 which crashed at Kelso,'--t’ashington ms carrying flying disc 
' fragments and that the dead of fleers/ were Captain DAVIDSON' and Lieutenant 
SHOOT, A-2 Intelligence Officers4at Hamilton Field, California^/ This call • 
was prior to the release of the dead officers * hsmes by Amy authorities'and' 

: the -caller.indicated that when the'names were released, it would verify the : 

■ . infoMation he was furnishing 1 was cdriect*. The fourth phone call; waa received, 

- at approximately 6:45 Friday*' August 1 by the United Hress. Hireman in ; i 

which eall-.the caller- stated the 8-25 vfes-definite-shot down and that if he 
contacted Amy,Intelligence officers, they would, not., deny it, . Tire,fifth phene 
call was received by the. United Press Fireman, Tacoma,'.at 5-:3©’P»* ff« August 2, - 

1 1947 at;'which iiineHhe'caller Stated, the D-25 was. shot down-from the air with 
a 20' 31 , 15 , cannonf-thai the Marine'plane. found : recently on Mi*..Rainier .had also 
. been shot .down, and .that Captain PMITH would be taken to Bright Field Tuesday ' 
morning, /ULeh the Army authorities released the names of the dead Intelligence , 
officers which verified the ’information as given by the anoriymo us caller, the' 
Tacoma Thses-printed this story on August 2,. 194? and carried several .articles; 
thereafter" inferring, that the B-25 had- bede Shot down or sabotaged because of 
the fact that it was carrying disc 1 fragxaehts, DAHL and CRISMAN.haye admitted . 
that the material'which they, sent to RAX FAIMER had no connection.'with any / , 
flying' discs .and: have jgiven'a-signed statement'to that .eftect which are-being. 
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forwarded herein, DAHL arid CRISIAk deny, however,--that they actually'' started : 
the flying- disc- story and their actual part in the story* United Airlines pilot, 
SMIL J. SMITH,. states that DAHL-and .CRISSAK oh July 31* 1947, both related their 
original flying, disc fragment story. Information gathered would indicate that 
the anonymous phone calls were-possibly made by FRED CHXSMAM in order ;to build / 
up the flying disc story to the point where they could make a profitablesale ; 
of the story, to RAf PAUJEHy Chicago, Illinois. No facts have been developed 
which would definitely prove that CRISMAH made these calls. However, from all t 
facts and Information gathered, it appears he is probably the'moat likely., to v • 
have, made the anonymous calls. The detailed interviews of the persons.cqntec-; 
ted in regard to this flying disc.-story are being set oat below. 

- ; ; The following-Inve stig&tiion;was : conducted by Special .Agent. 

DAVID '£i 'MaeCULLOCH-at Tacoma, Washington oh August. 6, 7,■ 194?i ,.' •>.' ' 4: "" 

• . ERNI^^t5SEL, Associated Press fireman, Tapoma, Washington, 
advised that ih the early part"of -Jane, 194? he .was requested by the-Seattle 
•post-.::I-3^iei.Iig.encer to c heck o n a story which he was informed had been; obtained 
from the: Fire Clij^f"ailEafrper ,..Ifesirihgt^n^.:..-Th e^fcory; y jgae u ,supp 0 sed to have 
originated with FRED 'CRISJAIT. Mr. VOC-EI stated that the' Story was to ilie.effect. 
that DAHL, while patrolling in his boat near Maury Island, saW'Tlvd or .six-r*' 
flying discs, one' of which fluttered'toward'the ground-and finally disintegrated. 
Fragments., of the.disc were reported to have showered down on the boat of HAROLD 
DAHL, causing, some.damage and killing his. dog. Mr. VOGEL stated that he went 
to the home of--HABOID^DAH^ on-3903: North iove,' Tacoma, . Washington to .check with' 
him on this flying, disc stb^*-c: ( .He stated that as best h:e: could recall,! this 
was just a few days after the-fiihf flyif^ disc.stories had appeared.in the paper 
and was on a Sunday evening; He,believed it was the early part of .June 1 , He 
stated that DAHL took.him in;bhe kitchen'and D roc eeded;to- talk.about this-flying 
disc story-in low -muffled tones. ./He: stated; that DAHL acted rather suspicious 
and that shortly, his Wife cime into the kitchen and was in a,considerable rage, 
telling DAHL -to admit, that the' entire - story was a plain.-fantasy which-he had • 
dreamed up. He stated that after his wife told DAHL-to admit the entire story 
was false,. that DAHL theti admitted that there #a,s nothing whatever'to the story 
and it was. an. entire hoax. - VOGEL stated that in view -the enraged'condition 
of DAHL‘s wife, .be immediately left and-reported to the^eattle-Post Intelligencer 
that- the . entire story was a : hbax' and that they should hot print if -in any-'way, 

He further stated-'that he advised the Seattle Post Intelligencer that DAHL "was 
a mental case .and that nothing which he had reported should be carried as far 
as a news story. ■ Mr. VOGEL stated that since that time he had received repeated 
requests: from the Boise Statesman: requesting' information as to the flying disc 
storied .reportedly originating, ;with FRED QEXSMAN. and 'HAROLD DAHL* VOGEL stated 
that he had never, in his experience, had such pressure brought upon -him to ' 
release - a news * story and that- he,repeatedly advised, the Boise: Statesman that :. 
the story of seeing'-.the flying discs' :by DAHL and GRISiAN wa's--a complete- fabric “' 
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’ the Boise States&an shortly before, of at the time fCEffiDSTH ARNOLD left Boise,,-. ; 

; 'to'come to Tacoma;to check on the flying disc stories*with DAHL and CRl^fAHV ’; - 
thattARHpID. shouM .not come as the .entire story: was a hoax.' . ' 

The following 'information was obtained from PAIJ^^STZ'/'■ 1 
4513 South .?t-hf-Tacoma, Dashingtqh'V. Proctor* 8416 , a. reporter for. the : Tacoma . ■" 
Times;' -■ '■'/ . *•••.•• ."•• . 1 . f :• 

•: V ■ : It was- the Tacoma Times paper which first issued a story- 
on August and subsequent stories .intimating that the B-25 which crashed;, at 
Kelso,: 'Washington on the early morning-of .August I, "had .been sabotaged or shot ; 
down because of the -fact that it carried ^flying-disc fragments.-. tdilTZ .stated 
.. that on Thursday 1 Jdly 31,-Ct approximately ,11530'A.'M. he received ah -ahonykoUs 
phone call. in. which the caller stated, that KS?M1TR;ARNOLD and Army'Intelligence .• 
officers yere.meet-ing in xtsbm 502' .of■ the Winthrop Hotel to check on the; flying 
disc story from Which -fragments were obtained on Maury Island* LANTZ stated he . 

.turned arpuhd to-speak to his•editor tmd when he picked ujpXThe phone again.the' 

, line was-dead* fie stated that the caller asked .for BUi^MeMURTIB,--a reporter 
. bn the Tacoma. -Times who was cut at-the time'of the call*’ - He stated that BURT.'-.' 
McMOHTIB. called AfifiOti) at room 502 in the h'intfirop liotel and was advised by 
AHNOID that he could furnish no.information as he was. there on a Govern®ent 
mission*--.; : BANTS stated that on Friday,- August 1, between XljOO A. M. and.noon, 
he received another phone call- for BURT MeilORTIE in which the anonymous caller 


The caller then'related that at. that.moment there-was'a big., meeting, in'progress 
in'AfOfOID' s room, §02, in -the hintdrop Hotelj that -the B-25 which crashed that 
morning in .Kelso was carrying, flying .disc fragments from California and that 
McChord Field officials had stated, the plane was sabotaged or shot down. The - 
caller then hung up after making some statement to' the. effect .that, he was' a 
'switchboard operator* / lANTZ, stated that he .went to the Dinthrbp Kotpl op: Friday 
about noon and found that there was no male operator on duty, fie stated...he then 
‘went to room 502 and ARNOLD ah.Swered.the door and .that Captain SSL iV-SilTH,'' 
United Airlines-pilot, >\&s oh the-phone*- \UNTZ' stated that .he--heard }Mtf$ make. .- 
a statement to the effect that the information must be.very strictly : 'cohfidential. 
He stated that there v;ere:one dr ,two -others in .-the room besides fiSlITH-Cand ARiJOID, 
but. that he .could not identify them. He, stated that ARJJ0U) told him'.he. Could.- 
ma#e no statement and that he had attempted to check the stofy with: various people 
on Maury Island witi^ negative'results, He stated that about 3?3Q B» Friday, 
he wrote a-ptory-regarding the mysterious informant and called" ARNOLD at his - - . 
hotel room, stating that he had- written, th|hV story .and that AMOID .had better. 
.check it. He stated that he talked to Tp^MORRSILX),. the United Press M ireaian, 
Tacoma, who advised, that the story sounded fantastic. XANTE stated: thht; about 
5*30 P» M,j Friday, August 1, an anonymous caller called TED- MORRlLL0 : ,ythp „ . 
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United Press 'fUfejaarij stating, that Captain MVIBSON and Lieutenadi BR(M?' . ' . . 

were"'fh'g^Xnt'Siiig^hce. officers that were killed .in the.'crash. of .the B-25 and 

t.Wfif A nd''ISvnA 4* &j»■P’ f* Vs*tA- l^orbi 1 ’ awajr f'Ytnw* fKe ' ’••:'••» 


had not been" pleased yet - by the Amy and that. tMs would verify his ; abatements, 
PAUL L&NTZ stated that the follovv'irig;'mdrhing^. Saturday, August 2, the Army. 


verified that the officers killdd whre Captain PAIXDSGM and Lieutenant BROipF . 
and two days later verified that'they were.Ar^y Intelligence officers* LAHTI 
stated that the anonymous caller again later contacted TED i|ORRBlid, galling 
.him by that name,- and at-.this time stated’he did not. call the Tacoma I'lews;-. ■ 
Tribune'or the Associated Press and denied calling PAUL LAMT2 or BURT.Mc^fURTIE. . 
In this- call the anonymous caller stated that* "Don't think Ilia doing-this , for 
you," He then asked if the story had been put on the \»d.'re and wheh'MORRELIB 
said yes* the caller stated* "Wa' want; this to get back to- flew Jersey*", The 
caller further stated that thel 8-^25 was shot " down- by a 20 m»m* cannon and that; „ 
the marine plane which was recently found: wrecked on the side of ML* Rainier,. - 

wv 4 rtrt AA krtrtw Ai\A+ AtifA . . Tkrt AoTl ' ' 


United Airlines who, he stated,- was with CaptAin SMITH when-they, were shot-at; , 
over-Montana* The caller then stated, SI'IX see you Tuesday*/- Ilia:going, to- ; ■ 
San Pi-anclscd, " 'LANGS stated that ,he had checked .with Captain MIL SMITH of 
United Airlines who denied knowing/any -pilot .‘by the name of MORGAN; denied /., 
ever haying flown over Montana*/..'lAtfTZ .'stated that. llORR^tlO 'received another. 


flying disc, was to .be. flown LolAiaAka',- ./'1ANT2 stated that in'view of the. fact 


sabotaged or shot down* LANT2: staged - that-, about 8;00 P. M* oh Sunday, ..August..3, 
he contacted Captain MIL SMITH-at his home, .302? West Laurelhurst 'Drive^ ' 
Seattle .at which , time SLCITH stated he had not given any story-out to the Post 


'hung up* He. stated- that the Boise. Statesman then contacted.him. At ivhich- tis'ae , 
he admitted he had seen the disc fragments,- but .that he did not take any of . . 
them* ; This "time SETH inf emedLAUTZ that he had been Tivlth Major-GSGHGB 
SANDERS, Public' Relations Officer from McChord Field, all' afternoon until about 
\3tki ?* M* .SMITH informed IA5JTZ that he had'told the Army?': authorities .'every-, 
thing that he and ARNOLD knew "about the flying disc fragaents story from the. 
time-that KSHHBTH ARNOLD left.poise, Idaho and he had left Seattle, Washington* 
Thlsctime SMITH admitted that,there were some of the supposed disc,.fragments. ! 
in ARNOLD'S room at the Wihthrop Hotel and that GRXSMAH and DAHL Md'been in 
the roost Thureday afternoon, (M Monday PAUL LAHTZ stated, thdt he’ called. 

HAROLD DAHL who advised that'if this'were not used in the paper, he and. FB® 
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CBISMAh '.would see him after lunch.'' LAHTZ ; stated thatabout. 'floor* OAKI*..arid/;-. : ; 
CRISMANcontacted him at which- time DAHL -stated that he add his'son had been , r 

fiWvl ..fl' j»T W4 '•aw 'JifWiriVvw T-frl cy.^:i '•V'lTiAlf ■ •' 


saw them a&da.t which tiim additional ^^ t ) 

... samples were; obtained;andfhat;. 1 CRI3p& s?bt'these to a friend of- hia At the ,; ■ 
University of: '■ Giiieaigb-^itQv;-ha^e ; They stated that they received a \:vt 

'report- and • that 'apparently : this: friend., hid ; asked- a hewpaperman, .to: find - oat . 

where the rock fonaatibns Were obtained* '. CRISKAh -and DAHL toil LANTZ that■’.'.- 
- sometiire after .thV ti'rst '-fjying'disc stbty had appeared, they received. aiiele- 
gram from Trans-Ocean Press;, from Chicago kantli^,irif:a 2 Eiation ; on' the -flying 
disc -fragments* FRED CRISUAN stat,ed.J^at^teykiad at no time ihdiedted^ttia' . - 
rock formatiohs were a par^t^rd^^^ing -disc and that Captain. and.. 

KESSB^H ARMQLG i^^rjsot^intbrested in, the rock formations and they-denied'- 
givid^themb^^^itH and ARNOffl, ' RUy’- : . -. 1 ’\. . --. 

V, ' TED -MOHHSLLO; a United Press tfireman, Tacoma, . %hshihgtbn 
furnished substantially the same- information that »s obtained, from PAUL'L&NT2, 

. the Tacoma Tines-reporter,'; regarding,the anbhymous phone calls which hefhad: 

received, Me stated further that .the first call he received ..to?, oh;Friday, 

: August 1, .at around ;5s30' P> Ml; ; At this, time the caller stated that the;B«25 
which crashed at Kelso, Washit^ton was. carrying, disc fragments-and that the. ’ 
two officers killed were: Captain UAVIDSOIl- and Lieutenant BRdAN, officers with 
Army, A-^S-Intelligence at Hamilton Field and that the fragments .were, top secret' 
material* He stated the caller-.indicated.that when the. Army released the' names 
of the dead officers it would--verify, that the information hV'was furnishing was- 
correct . ; MORfUSLiO stated that; the second, call he received at-approximately * .; 
6:45 F* H* Friday, August. 1 at ,which time the caller stated that the 3~25 was ' 
definite!}" shot down and that' if- jfe 'contacted Amy Intelligence A-2, - the man f 
in charge would not deny it * MQHRELLG-stated he' thought the. man said to con¬ 
tact Colonel GUIS, but it was found out it was Colonel GRBGG who was in. charge 
of Army Intelligence A-2. - The .caller further stated that the Shef if f *.e, Off ice 


and.that this time the caller stated that one of the men -who had:been.conferring 
with .Captain SMITH and KSsliETH’-ASKOLD, was-.taken to- Alaska that:day, v -The Caller, 
further stated; that the 8-25 was shot down from v the air with, at20 num, -cannon y 
that the Marine plane found recently- on Mt, -Rainier had als 0 .;-.heeh '.9.hpf ' .dcs¥n.y- 
that Captain &.3TH would be .taker!-to Wright Field Tuesday morning-and!that:a 


United.Ai 

were/shot at oyer Montana;*,: The d&ller..'stated -he was leaving for 'San Francisco C; 

• and would be bdck Tuesdayf--'Pi' . ' ; f " : .!-. •• • ". . :. ' ■ .' : ' 

1 - : . PAUL LAKES and TED .UCkRSLLO '-both 'stated i-hat' they^ad made: 

very little effort to-question the-anonymous callor. to • 

they felt' it useless and'that'if they started- questioning-him- -he, would;: 1 


..-vl-. - 6 
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refuse to furnish any further information, • ' : . 

/' " ■ On August 5 ,' 1947 Special Agent DAVID A, -MaeCULLOGM was-, 

'contacted,; in the reaMent, agency, office, 'facoaa:; %shitigton by LRSB, ; CR 1 SIAB. : 

if. t hi t! ■ ft ■? f f.l e 'KKS o rnyo,^ a An .■f 'rtio 


of . pfoe 3^2$ w&s iofomed that no ^vostlgation ras beijog con&ucled by 

• the Seattle Office, GR1SMAM at this ti^e ,relates in-a rambling story that he 1 
had picked up some strange rock forte^tiohs-R'hich -he had forwarded to a friend! 
of Bis in the,University of ' CMcagb'to have, analysed and 1 that latery in some V 
manner unknown to him, these rock- formations had been reported as being frag- 
nients of a flying disc, -vV-; . ■ .-'■ ‘ . .-; . 

: ■ , ; : . ' Dh August ?, 19A? FRED CR ZSMAS and HARQIB DAHL wert Inter¬ 
viewed at the Taeoma resident Agency, office. Both DAHL and at first . 

denied'any'knowledge of hov? ■ the rdck ; formations vshich they had picked up to. ■ 
have aialysed became connected with the flying disc stories, Both denied 
making any,statement to anyone'that 'these rock f ormations were portions of a 
Idise fragment, .'. It ms apparent from the start .of the interview that DAHL and 
CRISMAH were-, not telling their complete and. true connection with the flying ; '- ’ 
disc, story, . They refused to give any definite information as to what .they said 
dr had done which caused them to become, involved in a flying.disc story, but 
gave evasive answers and repeatedly staffed that they had nothing to do with it 
and were at' a-loss to understand how they-became connected.ilih,the flying disc 
story, : After considerable questioning,, they stated.that in the; early.part- of 
••Juneffhey sent to- RAT PAII-S®. ,of t%\21ff~Davis Publishing Cedipany which publishe 
tfe^Fahtasy xn'ag&aine-in Chicago and,the Venture magazine in EvahiLon,.Illinois, 
some rock formations 'Which they had found .on Maury Island, They stated they 


the samples, : CRISBAN and DAHL stated they have never .sent any additional samples 
and that the next they heard, regarding the rock formations which they had sent 
PAIMER was . when he called 'HAROLD' DAHL and asked if the rock , fbr/natidns could 
have come from a flying disc 1 *: DAHL stated he made some remark .that .they possibly 
could have come from a flying-disc and that he ixnraediately sat down and wrote, 
a letter to PALMER, which was" in the latter pari of June -ihAwhlc'^he - stated 
the material;could have been portions of a flying disc, DAHL claimed that he. 
thought•he told PADISR over the phone something about being in his boat when; 
he. obtained these rock formations, but .stated he could not recall what, he bad 
written to PABIER,and claimed;;that he passed the whole thing off as a .jpke, . 
CRiSIAlf and-DAHL were :questioned at length in.an attempt to pbtain,; specific 
information as to exactly, what each-one had done with regard to the rock forma¬ 
tions, However, each stated'that'the only thing they'had dope was tell RAI-PALMER 
the formations could'have coftife froBv a flying disc in view of the fact it appeared 
: “that ‘is what he wanted them to sayMo/definite, infomatibn-.could be obtained 
'team either DAHL or CRTSJ0! Sis -to vdiat each specifically had done to Atari the 
flying disc story, .. • 1 ..... .....' v ■ 

. 1 : . , The sighed statement which was obtained from CHTSMAR a»&~ 

■ , ' - " V - . ‘ --6A-J' •/; / -V' 'i'.'-;. 
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DAHL and in which they admitted. the rock formations had no connection with 
any flying discs-:isbeing‘forwarded to the Bureau herewith, - The statement, 
contains do iafdrmati'on of value -and.therefore is--not being set forth .de-rein.. 


. .there about 1*00,Pi,-. M, iThey stated that they ail left ARHOIIJ ! s room about 
•3*00 P* M«" arid 'that..'0-^EiSiiasBerry’s Airport at Tacoma, and. 
ARNOLD’ flew his; .plane: to: 'Seattle where he picked up Captain MXL:-S$ITR, ..QHIS- 
MAN' stated that he picked up-j^ClS) h^d SMXTH atHIrryfs Airport About ,5 tQO, . 
?, !!;* and that -HAROLD DAHLcame- to -ARNOLD'S room, about ?s00 P. M«; "CRfSflK 


returned about 1.1130. P* S.' at which time the Army Intelligence officers were' 
in ABNOID's Toda aqd that. CRISIAI-I. left about midnight. He stated, that he 
returned to 'AMOftBs room 'Friday afternoon for . approximately ,pne*-hAif :bour - 
from 2:30 to 3 j 00. P. M,, at ythich time ARNOLD and ^IITH were still there and . 
neither seemed-to he able to redali if DAHL.was in ARNOLD *s.roam oiv Friday,' 
August 1,.' The best that could he obtained from CRlSMAN.and DAHL-as to what 
took place in ARNOLD*s room was to the effect that most of-the talk was about 
-flying, that'no one seemed very interested in the- rock-formations and; thdt 
they had no connection as far'as they knew with any flying disci GRISHAM- 
Stated that KBNNBTH ARNOLD wanted to. obtain pictures of the. place .where the 
rock formations were obtained And that’.the Army Intelligence officers-did. not 
appear to be interested in: any manner,whatever;... • . . ; . 


; HAROLD DAHL'operates the Commercial Lumber Company at'235 

Millwater- Avetiue,' Tacoma, Washington and FRED. CRISiAN has recently been . : - 

working.with him buying timber. They have also been associated with the^Harbor 
Patrol Association at Tacoma,.'"Washington which furnishes patrol.-.and police" pro- 


Amy serial number ! I During the war he was a pilot 

presently holds a Reserve Officer’s commission as a Captain, 


it is believed 


. ■ . • Regarding ..the B-25.which crashed, killing Captain DAVIDSON 

and Lieutenant BBC^IN of the 4th Aire Forces, Captain ROBERT G; BjpRMB^&, A-2 
Officer, Me Chord Field, advised that this-investigation of the crash reflected 
an exhaust stack-had burned out on the left engine: which in turn caught the. 
left wing afire and that when the left wing broke off, it also 'broke off the 
tail* The plane., at the-time of the crash was. carrying Captain DAVIDSON, ‘ 
Lieutenant .BRO®," the. hitch-hiker .and. a man as Crew. Chief td take -carp of the r 
airplane, -The- Grew Chief and .the hitch-hiker parachuted to safety, but' Captain 
DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROiN wars killed. He stated-that their investigation; -■ 
reflected no indication of any sabotage whatever, >. ;; 

A check ;of the records, of the Winthrop Hotel at-Tacoma,,. . . 
i&shington revealed -that .KENNETH. ARNOHi j giving his address as. Routa #1-,--Mount- . 
view Driven Boise, Xd.aho. rented, room 502 from July 30 at ?s4-3-Fi ; M.~- 'until ■- 








August 3. A record of -thp»*f)hone calls.made from room;-502 during this period .' 
was .piade';’ by. Kiss This recordreveals that KEMETH ARNOLD- on / 

duly '3X?pa.liked PMMiu at AN~5200, Evanston* Illinois/ collect* On. the same- .,■ ■ ■. 
date called lieutenant BRC$N at 5S00 Hamlithn Field, California, collect. • 

ARNOLD also called. 0109”J ih Boise, Idaho -on ■duly"31. On August 1 AHNOID called 
L0N~493&» Portland; 'PALMER ;at •Dearbbpni$2G0 > Chicago; and ^IXTH called RODDY 
at Dearborn 2323 at ,Chicago. Both-Chicago calls were collect. The. remainder 
of the . calls appear-tb be personal /calls'. and are not being , set out . A record 
of the phone calls made are being-retained as an exhibit in the Seattle Office. 

v - The following information was obtained by Special Agent 
FIERRE H. ^VEC.‘in interview,on August 12,; 1947 .with Captain MIL J.. SMITH; 

302? West, tdufehurst Drive,.-United Airlines pilot t It should be noted that 
. Captain SMITH has- previously .received; jjabMcity for . having supposedly .seen 
flying discs or similar objects on.July 4, lastwhile on a routine-United Air- ■ 
lines flight out of Boise/Idaho in company with his co-pilot RAIffipTECTS, - 
concerning this incident. Captain;SMITH states that they took.off from Boise,. 
Idaho at 8il2 P, M^-and headed Northwest at 300 degrees and while still■climbing 
at ,S,000 feet, co-pilot- STEARNS,called his attention to some objects in the’. . ■' 
sky ahead of them about ten degrees, left which neither one could'identify, 

‘SMITH. states: that he called a CAA radio operator at .Ontario, Oregon and reques- A 
ted him to step outside his radio shack and/see.if he could see any of these. - : 
objects overhead. The CAA radio.operator replied in the negative. 

. ' • Captain 'SMITH- states that he 'first met KENNETH ARNOLD on;' 

July 5 in the offices- of the Seattle Post Intelligencer where both,were being 
interviewed concerning .their sighting of ,flying discs. SIXTH states' that he . 
■next met ARNOLD about three .weeks ago in Boise/Idaho at which time'he, SMITH; , 
was bn another flight through Boise, Idaho and had a ten mipuie lay-over there. 

On this occasion ARNOJi) was in company, of Captain WILLIAM -Ll/DAVXDSGH and - 
Lieutenant FRANK 0, BJ, 'Army Intelligence officers, and a reporter 

of the'Boise Statesman. SMITH.*s next contact with ARNOLD 'was on Thursday; ' - 

July 31, last when he received a . telephone call .from ARNOLD calling front Tacoma 
in the early afternoon at. which time, he asked SIXTH to come over to’Tacoma and 
join him as he was investigating a flying disc'story for "soxtieone; back Last!* : 
and some fragments -were involved which .SMITH' might be interested in seeing* ■: 
After some discussion SMITH agreed, to.'join ARNOLD in Tacoma and ARNOLD told .- 
SMITH .he’ would/fly over and pick him up at Boeing Airport at 4*00 P> Mi SMITH - . 
met ARNOLD at Boeing Field at about 4:00 P. M, and they flew. to.^Berry * s Airport 
at Tacoma, Tfeshington' where they were met by FRED CRIMAN. The three of them 
proceeded in CRISIAN’s car to the Winthrop,Hotel where ARNOLD, was occupying 
room 502./ ARNOLD ordered something/to‘ eat apd during this time either ARNOLD 
or ORIMAN .called a HAROXD DAHL And invited-him up to the room,. ’By this time 
SIXTH states he. had.learned from ARNOLD that CRISMAN and DAHL were the parti¬ 
cipants in the latest flying disc story and SMITH: states that he had no previous 
acquaintance with either.of,these men before meeting them In Tacoma on this .date; 
VThile in the Hotel Room ABNOID shovxed /SMITH a letter which he had received;from 
RAYMOND PALMER of the .Venture Press'of Chicago requesting that "ARI-IOID investigate 
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the. C&aiAI'J-DAHL story in Tacoma v ?ARNOID informed SMITH at this time, that ■ 
after'receiving" this latter he had called PAUSE by telephone in Chicago? o. 
as a result of which call PAIMSH had-forwarded him *200*00 expense money 
for • covering tKe story. Shortly-thereafter, at about ?r30 P» If. HAROID DAHL ? , 
arrived at- the-'-Hotel room and the? discussion began among the four' men. present. ■ 
as to tdiat-DAHl. and, CRISL14M-had sean : on Maury Island. DAHL professed.re 1uc~t ' 
tance to tell the'story.^ claimingthat. several unfortunate Incidents had • 
occurred subsequent? to' his seeing-'-the-fiyihg discs and he believed the entire ". 
incident had brought .him bad luck,?;'/.In this connection, he stated that four or 
five days subsequent .to his sighting „the flying discs, a man called, at. his 
home and. had a ;cbnyersati6n'mth:h-im the course of which DAHL was warned to 
forget all about- evebi^hihg?Ke'hM?seen oh. or near Maury Island. ..In;.- addition 
to'that. DAHL stated thati' ri 1 ' 1 .""'.1 


j| ^ Ussion ' DAHL finally agreed' tc tell his. story 

t '•’? vyv*-S AW rt4 f Viw ’ O v « A 


of the flying disc;-incident to .front of SMITH after eliciting a'promise..from 
SMITH that he would-not discuss the matter for at least two weeks. It: should• 

’ be noted that BAHL hkdvpreyiotfe^ tdto ihis story to ARNOLD and CRISMAN.". At" ■ 
this point DAHL related -the incident which has already been described and which 
he alleged had taken place bn- or about June £3 or 24* l?hile relating-the. 
incident DAHL mentioned that- - he'had taken pictures of the-flying',disc vhich 
he had seen but that-the printed films were marred with white spots, ? .Then 
DAHL, had concluded his .story, CRISMAN related that he had gone the -following 
day to Maury Island'to .verify What DAHL had told him concerning the fragments '>: 
and had at this'time picked, up : sCVeral fragments'and taken them.with 'him. At. . 
this time CEXSMAN related that che a|so saw ohe of the flying discs hdvering' " V 
oyeb the Island but that it hap•disappeared into a cloud. ’fhen-DAHL and CRISMAN 
had finished telling their stpry ARNOID .told the group that he had earlier in ' 
that, evening called- Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BRONN, Army Intelligence % 
officers and that they were on their way. .to the Hopei room. At this point DAHL 
■ protested that-he did not /wish"-to tell his story before anyone else and ;,He . . .. 

Was advised by-^IITH that if?such was the case why didn't'he just leave'andtoot 
be there when they-arrived, '..CHILIAN, DAHL and SIXTH then left the room and 
went downstairs, DAHL departed a-iohei/:-CRlOMAN drove SMITH back to Boeing Field 
near Seattle.where SMITH desired to .pick up his own personal car, which he'did. 
They then returned to the Hotel where they, found Captain DAVIDSON, and lieutenant 
BROVIN in room 502 with KENNETH ’ARNOLD. ARNOLD met .them at the door and-seemed 
excited, explaining to SMITH that Captain DAVIDSON had just 'drawn;'.a?reproduction 
of a-freak disc-which had supposedly been seen by a woman in Artoona. and that 
this drawing;was ah exact reproduction of the flying disc, which he, ARNOLD, had 
seed several weeks before, nearif^-Mt. Rainier, SMITH states that shortly after 
this CRI5MAM seamed very anxious to-'tell his- and DAHL’s story to the Army. Off to . 
cars. Before this^Was done,'?however f .SMITH' had a discussion with lieutenant- 


story c>.v ui Jto.& 

and DAVIDSON must agree hot. to-release the story for one month*,. -■ Following' this- 
agreement>-. CRI6MAN related DAHL's and hia-story of. the flying discs over’Madry. 


>7C 
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■Island to‘3BQ?'.li-atid DAVIDSON* .Poriovring tlil's -recitation, lieutenant BROOK,- 
in answer to ; ;fifquery from BMITHi- Said that he and Captain.DAVIDSON were of 
the opinionvthffe-there might be.ispme ; truth in-the current flying disc ntories, 
but : that their 'immediate s«periorsi (presumabiy A-2 at Hamilton Field) did not 
■agree, with thfek*- BRCOS and MVIDSCN',then held a brief discussion as to whether 
they should -•return that same night to-Hamilton - Field and they decided.fh^ •<■ 'r. 
they would* All £iv& of the men then;,went down to the lobby where. BRCfM -■ . . 

detached himself from the gronplancl 'entered a phone booth to call for a par - 
from Me Chord Field* SMITH -also .left ’the group and met BROWN outside; the - pho.ne 
booth where they. held a; ; -short, “discussion relative to the credibility of CSIS- 
MAM .and/BAHIds story, BR0Di indicated to SIXTH that he should"a.ttemt to find' 
out if the ’••storyr' was; ,oh-:;^H%.;^yel' and -that BROBMwould call him the following 
day regarding this:®atief^"Mq. group then proceeded to the- front of. the Hotel 
at whidh time CRISMAN;brought his car to the front of the Hotel and took from 
his trunk-a box. of the alleged flying disc -fragments picked up on Maury Island, 
He offered them to BROdN. and .DAVIDS^ and -whert. the Army car arrived'from McChord 
Field the box of.fragments-was placed-in the car with the officers, OEISMAN 
departed alone; and ARNOLD aM;'-SIITH went--.in search of something to eatAnd later 
returned to the Hotel for the. night., 

: _>, ':>On Friday morning, August 1,' £947» ARNOLD received a call; 


this call CRISMAN and DAHL cane-to. the. Hotel room and from the rodn-CRISMAN' 
again called McChord Field in an attempt to get infomatioh- about the crash, : - 
SIXTH took the -phone from CRI'SliAN. and spoke to a. Colonel GREGG, identifying . 
himself and asking if the B~25 which crashed was the only one which' had,taken ■ 
off from McChord Field the previous;night, GREGG told ham that.it was*.. Follow¬ 
ing this call AR^OID-'called . RAiiHCHD PALMER in Chicago and informed him-of the • 
previous night’s conversations and the fact that DAVIDSON andBECW were believed 
to have been killed, PALMER told ARNOLD "to discontinue his investigation of 
; the .incident and. that he, PAHIER, was no longer interested, SMITH then took 
the phone from ARNOID-and asked FAIMER if he - could'.shed any light on the 
situation, SIXTH was unable to'say what FAIMSR*s reply to ; CRISLIAN was, - Fol¬ 
lowing these telephone discussions SMITH says that he called MAURICEjlfesOY whom - 
■ he identifies'as a personal friend-of His and, an,aviation editor, offthe-Chicago. 
Tines, .SMITH, states that he .had'previously made an agreement xvith RODDY in 
Chicago' that should he ever run- across any flying disc stories which showed ? 
promise of hews value, that he would-contact; RODDY, and this ,call v 'was, -a result' 
of that agreement, 1 Shortly afterward. Colonel GREGG called hiii frchi McChord ■ 
Field stating that Hamilton. Field had requested^that ARNOLD, SIXTH, . CRISMAN ’ 
and DAHL,submit their addresses.to: Hamilton Field for convenience of any Army 
investigation of the incident which may be forthcoming.. After this call the 
four, men went to- a restaurant' for lunch.. During,the course of dHis meal "SMITH 
excused himself from. the table, and attempted, to call SAC BOBBITT' of the Port¬ 
land ’ Field Office,- Federal BdrCau of Investigation with wh(^ he'-cla'ims : aCquain-,.. 
tance, BOBBITT, however, was unavailable and SMITH was.:.unable to- complete the 
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call. After returning to ■the ; : B»iei i’o-pm, a .Taebma Times- reporter called . ' .• 
attempting to gain information» .tut they did not give him any". later, .a Mr., 
MOEBEXLO of the United Preset ealied and SMITH spoke to him on the telephone 
but refused, to |£Ve : out any'.information, ^ITH f urther related that v^ille 
the four men were in-the' ;i*©GHf‘dt thi? .time, an envelope » shoved under-.the 
door and that he retrieved ififroin ■ the floor, SMITH stated,.that the appearance, 
of: this envelope ..seeraed -tov startle. CHX8MAM 'cpnsiderahlj r and that in fact, 'CRXSI-1AM 
turned white’as a "sheet, until SMITH read the.note unsigned which was a "comKiu- 
nidatiOn to the Hotel, advising- that- si. strike of -Hotel employees -was., eminent and 
that guests should not expect•;room and 'telephone service- much- longer! Shortly 
after this a$&v€&Ti^H left the! Hotel room after promising to 

take ARNOLD AndiSilTH to Maupy Island the following morning,; (Saturday.). ARNOLD 


the Hotel room and;Was)answered by LAMTZ, Tacoma -Times reporter Who requested 
SIXTH; to go-.out and- call him’from a pay station. SMITH complained arid was: 
informed, by. LAHT2 that two anonymous telephone calls had been received by 
.him that, a discussion regarding .flying discs had been taking place, in room 502 
at the -Xfinthrop Hotel Whidh. involved Army Intelligence officers,. From the 
information .which IMTZ had repeived> SMITH was "convinced that, the anonydous . 
caller must have been present at. the discussion also, as XANTE 'was seemingly 
in possession of pertinent remarks -which had,been made in the room. SIXTH 
-states that he did not give'XANTE any;further information.and that, in conclu¬ 
sion of the call, he returned to the .Hotel room and he and ARNOLD., retired for- 
the night* ‘ - . \ ' v\V; : 


; ' ' • ... On Saturday morning, August 2," 194? SMITH redeived a .teler 

phone call from MAURICE RODDY in Chicago, but was unable to give him' any 
further information, SIXTH advised him, -however, that he ’would call him back : 
at 2:30 that afternoon. DAHL then called-from a'coffee shop nearby and ARNOLD 
and SMITH joined' DAHL, CSI3M&N and an unknown man in the Coffee. Shop for ■ 
breakfast* The unknown person" was discussing some lumber business with DAHL 
and left after breakfast. . On leaving the coffee shop, SMITH asked DAHL’about • 
the negatives of . the photographs which he claimed to have taken -Of,-the- -flying 
discs, DAHL said, the negatives were in the 'glove -compartment of his car,. but 
a search of the. instant glove, compartment was fruitless. -The four .'then'pi#-, 
ceeded in CRXSMAH’s car to the dock where they were to embark for.Maury Island, 
The boat, however, could not be started and the trip was postponed until later 
in the day, ’^hile at the dock, however, 'SIXTH asked to be, shown the’damage 
to the boat which, had allegedly occurred when the.fragments showered down on 1 
Maury Inland, CRISflAN pointed out what may have been repairs to the Windshield 
and lights on the boat, but SIXTH was,not personally satisfied that these repairs 
were, made as a result of any such incident, CRISMAN and DAHI then drove’A^HOLD 
and".SIXTH back> to the Kptei.at approximately 10;i$ A, M* ”’aM CRISMM(tbM- them'--;' 
he would call them later on and that, they would go to Mabry Island." 'Dnf^etiirn^ 
irig to the Hotel, SMITH, called- XANTE at the Tacoma Times as a result, of-which- - 
call he .and ARNOLD met XANTE at the,Doffee Shop across the street f ront the/ 
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•'Winthrop Hotel, SMITH stated that the purpose of this meeting was to try to: - 
find out something more about the. anonymous phone calls which LAMTZ had told • 

■ -him about. He.'and ARNOLD still ref used, to give out any further infomat ion ' 
-.regarding the Thursday evening conference, to -XANTE and were 'informed .byLM3TZ. 
that the Tacoma Times ivas afraid.'of'ib'eing; scooped on the story and was going 
to'print something-on that day,' 1 SMITH and ASMOIi) then returned to the Hotel. 
and shortly thereafter received a' phone call frcsa .CHISMM but the call was 
cut off by .the switchboard operator, since it was not an emergency call* . SMITH.- 
and -ARNOLD then- returned to the Hotel lobby where they found a telegram from '. 
BAKL asking them to call him at .either Broadway or Proctor 7733, SMITH is not 
sure of the exchange. SSI-TH called this number, but DAHL was hot there. SMITH 
states that he went then to the Western Onion Telegraph Office and-dispatched 
a collect telegram to .MAURICE RODDY At the Chicago' Times:which contained a 
brief'resume of the incidents which had occurred and which 1 requested RODDY to 
wire SlfiTH ,a tele|lione number where RODDY, .could ,be reached after 6iO0.P*.M* 

SMITH states that.he has never, received an answer to that wire* Following: 
this,..SIXTH states that he and ARNOID that dip and ARNOLD were sitting in the 
lobby'of the-..Olympic. Hotel- when' LANTZ entered and.gave them each a copy of the 
latest-edition of the--Tacoma. Times Which contained a story, hinting,at sabotage 
in the crash of . the Army B-25 which killed Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROVIN. 
SMITH stated that he and ARNOLD continued to occupy seats in the Hotel;lobby 
most of the afternoon inasmuch .'.as they were- unable to receive calls in the Hotel 
room 1 due to the Hotel employees* .strike* He relates, that he received a'call 
in the late afternoon, from XANTE advising him to-call LANT2 that evening 1 at 
g;30 as ilNTZ had further information regarding, the anonymous, calls.* SIXTH also 
•received a telegram -requesting that he call Boise 6000 which.he did and found .: 


that it was! 


,of the Boise Statesman, He refused to give 


any 

further -information Vt this tiiae. .. However* shortly thereafter, j called.' 

from Boise and advised. SMITH), that the. Army had released a story Vhrcugh 4 3rigadier 
General ’SHRAM revealing the .confidential assig nment whi ch BROVIN and DAVIDSON ' 

had been engaged on. - In view of this release, _requested SMITH to answer 

one. question for him - which was, ,! V;ere they carrying any alleged disc fragments : - 
on the plane?* 1 and .0.fITH answered, .' rt Xes, they were,1* Following this SMITH 
called L.4NTZ as per his earlier -request and was .informed that M0HREL10 of the 
United Press had received another anonymous phone call,at which time "the'voice'* 
said that the Army 8~25 carrying Captain DAVIDSON and Lieutenant BROVIN had ' 
been shot down with 20 m,m, shellsland that the Marine plane found-on Mt, 

R&inier had .also been shot down with 20 sum* shells*. rThe voice went-on to,state 
that 'SMITH would be called back to Tiright Field on Tuesday* Vlhen .H0RSSLL0. 
asked why he was. giving out this information the caller replied that if was. - / 

not for the benefit, of the newspapers, but-that he was interested in,seeing . 
that the information got back to New .Jersey* ' The voles also- informed M0RRSLL0 
at this 'time, that one of .the two persons who had been talking to ARNOLD and 
SMITH had now left for Alaska,- As a result of this latter bit, of information 
-SMITH dedidsd tofind out if CRISfAN or DAHL had left town* He located DAHL' , 
at the Sunset-Theatre/and DAHL came to the ..Hotel and met SMITE and ARNOIDi 
They were unable to -locate CR1SMAN by phone and DAHL left saying that-he would 
try to find out'where iCRISMAW was and that he would, call them tomorrow- (Sunday) 
and that-they would go out to Maury Island at that time. After DAHL .left, 

" : '- : : - -'ll f - 12'’- - - 1 '■ ' ' - " . 
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: . : -^ITH-->nd tt>e Tacoma Times, Office where a reporter set them ; 

• '•aad".fc'ooie ; 'th:^a.;-%6: : '^M^iR|liX) in the-United Press Office, There they read the 
iatesi;'pres$' release's and .had a discussion-with MQHRKIXQ regarding the anony¬ 
mous phone call's* ” In the course of this' discussion KOEEELIO mentioned the 1 ■ . 

.. name ■* of Mhjor GEORGE SANDERS, Eiihlic Eela'tipns Officer at McChord Field sis':" ■" 
being-one of the officers interestedgin'■ the investigation, W;- . ;V . 

• ; Following, this.-discussion with MOHSELU), at whichlt^sae 

SMITH states they still refused* to; divulge any further .infomatiop, S^IfH and 
ARNOLD returned to the Hotel for the night, '■ ... - 

.. : • On • Sunday, morning, .August 3 # 19A7, DAHL appeared at the 

Hotel room and told them that he had received a letter from which, said V- 

in effect, ’Take earelpf my .business, .till .be out of town for three or'four 
days, 1 * .DAHL .had -a Tetter mth him' but'he did not'show it to SMITH .or ARNOI©,. . 
The three men then -drove to'DAKL’s secretary’s house in South Tacomafand 
picked her up and.the.four of them then went to breakfast on the South fee ana ; 
highly, VJhile the four of them then W'ent to .breakfast SMITH excused himself. ■ 
and called Major SANDERS at McChord Field :and : arranged an appointment to meet 
him at the Hotel lobby at 11:00 A, M* They then took BAHL’s secretary to. .her; 
home where DAHL'•picked'up a typewriter .•and* then drove SMITH and-ARNOLD back- 1 
to the Hotel, They asked him if he was'.going to take them to.Maury Island that 
■ day and he replied -that he was; noth He-, further ■•stated that he .was siek-of the 
i -entire business and that if he was.ever contacted by the Amy or the- authorities 
he was going to deny ever having seen anything and claim to be ’’the biggest .liar 
that ever lived". Shortly after returning'to the Hotel, SMITH: met Major SANDERS: 
in the lobby and they went in : '‘SMITH 1 is car to a coffee shop in; South Tacoma ‘where 
. SMITH proceeded to tell Major SANDERS the entire story of the incidents which •' 
had occurred in Tacdma regarding- the CEISM&N and DAHL story sides'Thursday. ' 


/J 


/ 


regarding the CRISIfAN and DAHL story sihee -ihursday. 
afternoon* Following this, SMITH took Major. SANDERS back to-the Hotel-and .intro¬ 
duced' him to ARNOLD and' suggested' to. ARNOLD that he also tell Major SANDERS the 
entire story .of what had occurred; ' ARNOID did-, so. Major' SANDERS after looking ' 
at the. fragments v^ich'.were-stiil -in the room suggested that they drive out to <_ 
the .Shelter near Tacoma as he believed the slag at the Smelter would bear,a-" 
distinct resemblance to these-fragments,' The three men then drove to the Smelter 
and the slag was noted-to be definitely^similar to the fragmehts which GRISAAN .. 
and DAHL had left in the Hotel room, ; They then*returned fo the Hotel room and 
Major SANDER'S left';them, . • After, packing their, bags, SMITH took ARNOLD to Derry , 's 
Airport where his.plane was parked and; then SMITH-drove himself back-to -Seattle. 

, , .Abput an hour-after his'ariTval in Seattle, which was ; 

approximately 7*30 P. M.«, LMTZ of the Tacoma Times appeared at-’SMITH'S home 
with the newspaper containing-the Associated Press story which ■had; orig inated" 
in Boise, Idaho in the Boise . Statesman andWhich was written by I { following 

.SMITH'S-. admission to him that fragments had been carried by Lieutenant BROTH and, 
Captain DAVIDSON on the fatal B-25 flight,. SIXTH.at this time continued to . ■ 

.refuse to .give any statements for the Fressfehd told 14NTZ that he had placed 


5?D 














- S' v 'i* ^f W- 

* - ■’t. • •' * ' ■' 

a ... 'Oii :,, 


V.,. 


<?*> 


,V> 


August 19> 1947 


all of his information irpthghands of ths Apsy.: VS1ETH stated that a. couple.. • 
"of days later he called Major3ANDERS at McChord Field and asked Mm if there , 
was. any .repent infomation concerning the incident. SMITH states that Major 
SAN8S&3 infomed'.him that CRISMAFI had not, yet been contacted,' but that'the 
.Federal Bureau of Investigation was ^setting a trap, for hisa !i . SMITH further" 
advises that on Friday, August 8, 1947/ he appeared before Lawyer''' JOHN: NOLAN , .• 

■at the;County-City Building, Seattle and-made a deposition of the facts relating 
to the incidents in Tacoma from iVurbday^afternoon, July 31# last until'Sunday 
morning, August 3, last. : V V' .■ ' > '■" 

- , ; , -ATebpy ofthiVdeposiiion is;now in possession of the.writer 

and is being forwarded herewith.io the Bureau. It.should be noted that this 
deposition is In ho, way as complete as the statement taken by the writer.above 
and any setting out of this depbsitibh.in this comuidcation would be-superfluous. 

• ' • •: " .'l Copies, of this communication. are being sent to . the Butte, 

Portland, San Francisco and. Chicago" Offices for their information only. Unless. ' - 
advised by the Bureau to the eonif&ry,. instant investigation is considered closed 
by this office, . . ' . . ; V •; 

; ' 'For the information 'of .'the Bureau, Captain R. G. BJORNINO, 
Intelligence Officer, McChord Field,. Ft;; lewis, Washington advised at- the weekly 
0,F.I,-S.'X.D.«F,8.I. Intelligence conference that' the Public Relations Officer 
at McChord Field -had received a telephone,call from an individual at Army Air--"- 
Forces Headquarters at Washington,’ D. C., during which call the Public Relations 
Officer was requested to obtain a signed statement from DAHL and CRISk&N 'Which, 
could be published knd thus publicly close the.matter. Captain 8J0RNIHG further 
related that he had no additional information in this matter and that he did 
not handle it. ; . ‘ ; . ; • ' ■ ' ; - " '• ■ ' 


/k 


Very..truly yours, 


ic/ 


ENCLOSURES . 
DAM/PHLjHEK 
100-18945 ■ 
CC - Butte 


JACK B. miccs 
Special Agent xtLCharge 
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August 3,194? 


HAROLD A. DAHL and IKED ORLSMAN-mahe the following- foluntary statement 
to SA DAVID A. MAC CD1X0CH of the Federal Bureau or Investigation. 


In the eady part- of June 194? we picked up some strange rock formations 
from-a gravel -pit-on Maury -Island-, Washington. We ■ sent a box (cigar) 
of.these fragments to HAY PAIMES of Venture Magazine at Evanston Illinois 
to h&ve 'it analysed*" - .~. 

Later'’PAIIIER''wrote and'asked'-fcr-^'dditionar sample s'stating that he had 
failed to have them analyzed* 

Around the later part of June a few days after the first disc stories 
started PALMER contacted us by phone* He told us not to tell the news- 
papers shout fragments and hejsould jgay, for an exclusive story, if, . 
the fragments could be frass a flying disc. 


On© of us told him the fragments could have been from a flying disc* 


Just after.our phone conversation HAROLD RABL wrote a letter to RAY 
PALMER setting out some notes- etc. regarding the ■ fragments and - 
indicating they could have come from flying discs. 


The next thing we heard was about the first of July when we got a 

Trans Ocean Press telegram from Chicago asking ss± -about-these flying- 

disc fragments. We told them to forget the entire matter. 

The next we heard of these fragments was When we were called by 
KMiETE'ARNOLD to meet ~wtifc' 'him" l"n -' 'the Wi nth'rop Hotel d'h Euly ' 31,1947 

We told him exactly hdiJ we'had "found'the fragments'and. had Iorwar'did" them 
to- BUM.to be analyzed. .. ’ _ 


The, above is th& entire and true_,story as regards., our, connection ..with 
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stats. of mmmmm ) 

J &8 

CCOTTX OF &xm J 

J* &« SMITH, being first duly sworn* on oath*, deposes 

and saysj 

This is a narrative statement as to what took place la 
Tacoma from Thursday, July 31 until Sunday, August 3* 

Thursday I received a telephone call from Tacoma from a 
Kenneth Arnold* The gist of this conversation was that he thought 
It would fee a good idea for m to come to Tacoma and listen to the 
story of two: men whose names were Fred Crismoa and Harold Dahl. 

•JEhia. ..KexuiS; thJAr^lA JC! i had^meh.--^:o-. ..times;.jiravloun^ : '^.onoe'^^^iy'- 
at thb office 6$ the 1**1* in Seattle, for,.a very brief‘time and the 
second time in Boise* Idaho when! was passing through on one of 
m trips* 

In this conversation with Arnold on the phone, X made the 
statement that it would be impossible for me to go over to Tacoma 
due to my going out to Balt Bake City the nest morning* He said 
that he would fly over from Tacoma and pick me up at Boeing Field* 

X agreed to this proposition from Arnold* At 4>o*clock X met 
Arnold at the Boeing Field and we flew back and landed at Barry*© 
Airport*. We were picked up at the airport by Fred Crismon, who 
drove the two of us into the Wiafchrop Hotel*, W® went ap to Boom 
502 Orlsmon* Arnold and myself * 

Fred Cfiamon put a telephone call Into Harold Dahl and 
asked him would he come up to the room* A half hour later Harold 
Dahl made his appearance* At this time there were four men in the 
room —■ Crlsmon, Dahl* Arnold, and myself* Sir* Arnold asked Mr* 

Dahl to relate his story as to what took place on June 24* Mr* 

Dahl was very hesitant about telling the story to me* Arnold and 
Mr* Grismoa were already aware of the statements that Dahl had made 
previous* Mr* Dahl made the statement to me that if any statements 
-he-^ould .his. story^^f. .l^iouti:d„ksep..it;-copfidenfeial. 

for:two #eeks* "that-he felt definitely" himt Ijhowld want to forget 
the whole thing* X made the. statement to Mr. Dahl that as far as X 
was ; concerned* X would keep any statements he made to me conf idential 
for at least;- two' weeks* 

Here is Dahl’s story: On June 24 (this date to be checked 
later) he was in a boat owned by Fred Grismon, who owns the Harbor 
Patrol In Tacoma* They ~~ Mr. Dahl, a Mr* Knight* and. Mr, Dahl’s 
son age 16, were cruising around Maury Island looking for logs that 
had broken away from booms* They were fairly close to shore of 
Maury Island when they saw. four or five objects In the sky at an 
altitude of approximately.1500 feet* He said these objects were 












100 foot 1 a diameter* circular la shape, and it appeared that 
there was a hole la the center of eaoh as he could see the sky 
through this hole* Ha also mentioned that oh the inside of the 
circle or the hole* that portholes were visible. Their speed ms 
negligible as they appeared to hover over a given spot* One of 
these objects appeared to b© in trouble* Another object came 
over end appeared to make contact*. After making this contact for 
approximately two minutes, it rose to its original position* 

At this time the object that appeared to be in trouble 
seamed to throw a lot of debris from one of the portholes# fheae 
objects then disappeared from view# Some of this debris that 
landed broke in the wheelhous© of the boat, the spotlight, and 

wan 'fallit^^-rty- bey' and ■fir*H£n&gb i te-~-—-- 

got off the boat and hid under some logs# This debris that fell 
killed our dog and a sea gull# 1 asked Mr* Dahl what was done with 
the dog* -He made the statement they threw the dog into the water* 

This story was told to Mr# Crismon, who the next day 
went oat to this Island to check on this story* Ho verified the 
fact of the damage to the boat, also to the fact that there appeared 
-to be quite a tm pieces of either rock or metal on the shore# Sr* 
Crlsmoa also stated, that while he was over there investigating on 
Maury Island, he also saw a disk*. This disk was of the same shape 
and contour as the objects explained by Mr* Dahl* 

At this point Mr* Arnold clarified for me as to the reasons 
he was investigating this story# Mr. Arnold stated that he received 
a letter from a Mr. Raymond Palmer* supposedly editor of the feature 
Brass, Evanston* Illinois* The gist of this letter was that Hr* 

Palmer received a letter from Mr* Dahl and Mr# Crismon, also a 
package of these fragments that were found on Maury Island# Hr# 

Palmer also mad© the statement in the letter that the Chicago 
University failed to analyze then© fragments and that- would Mr* Arnold 
pleas© investigate the story* Hr* Arnold was sent a W©stern Chion 
check for- #20CK0Q to take ear© of any expense that he might incur 
-^hiln-r&iyLsg-'-h^ -*—•—-—•— - n ~— — - 

Mr* Arnold had made a telephone call to Hamilton Meld to 
contact a Captain Davidson and a lieutenant Brown, who ware with 
A~2 Intelligence at Hamilton field* asking them would they make a 
trip to Tacoma to also listen to this story of Dahl and Crismon# 

When Mr* Arnold acquainted me with the fact that he had mad© this 
phone call in front of Mr* Dahl, Mr* Dahl made the statement that 
he would not tell this story to anybody in- Amy Intelligence, x 
made the statement to Mr# Dahl that if he felt this way, that he 
should not fee in the room when these two Intelligence officers 
arrived* Mr. Dahl thought this was an excellent idea* 





Hr* Dahl* Mr* Srismon* and myself left the hotel roc® to 
go downstairs as Mr* Srisaon wanted to gat some metal that ws la 
the back of bis ear that be had picked up oa Maury Island, to 
bring back to the hotel room* Hr* Harold Dahl departed*. 

At this time I made the statement to Mr* Crismoa that t 
should like to pick up my oar in Seattle* Mr* Crismoa drove me to 
Booing Field* Seattle* After leaving me at Boeing Field, he drove 
back to Tacorn aad 1 drove my ow car back to Tacoma, After I bad 
put my oar in the garage at Tacoma, 1 went up to the fiaihrop Hotel 
and in the room at that time ms Mr* Arnold, Mr* Crismoa, and Captain 

----X^vl4sea~-f^cmArm|- :r 'iBt©lligoneo*-' Lieutenant - Brown.«as-'-do»e»tnire-—^ 

getting sandwiches and coffee* When Lieut, Brown came back, the 
stories were again related and Lieut* Brown made a statement that 
all the facts of those stories would be hold in strictest confidence 
until released by Mr* Dahl, 

After Mr* Crismoa had told all the facts* relating not 
only his own story but that of Hr, Dahl* he asked for the opinion 
of both officers as to what they thought* Lieut* Brown made the 
statement that he would like to obtain some of these fragments to 
take back to Hamilton Field* . 

At this time Oapt* Davidson and Lieut* Brown ware debating 
the thought as to whether to stay over night in Tacoma or leave for 
Hamilton Field immediately, as the B~25 they were flying was 
supposed feo be at Hamilton Field the nest day for the Air Show* 

The five of us then left the hotel room and went down to 
the hotel lobby where Hr, Brown made a telephone call to HeCfeord 
Field asking than to send a driver to pick up Capt* Davidson and 
himself* Lieut* Brown came up to ms and made the statement that ha 
and Capt* Davidson were going back to Hamilton Field and that he 
would get in touch with me tomorrow and if after 2 had seen the 

.jeragacnts..-.o.n-.Mmiry.. island* if... X., tho»gh&,in.-m^ .— 

was authentic* they would immediately leave Hamilton Field and 
return* I was to hold this statement by Lieut* Brown in the 
strictest of confidence from the other group of three (Safal* Crismoa* 
and Arnoldl* ~ 

Me then went down to the street where Mr* Crlamon drove his 
car up in front and took out a bos of fragments and gave this box to 
Davidson and Brown* While waiting for the driver from Me Chord Field, 
Lieut* Brown and I discussed Pacific operations and things not per* 
talking to this mission, Capt* Davidson and Lieut* Brawn departed at 
approximately 12i45 A*M* Hr* Arnold and 2 went back fee our hotel 
room af ter having ,a midnight snack* 







Friday the 1st; At approximately 8 o’clock la the 
morning, Mr. Crismon called up car hotel room and acquainted us 
with the fact that the B-25 had crashed* Also that he had called 
McChord Field and from information he received also verified the 
fact that the two mm in the ship were Capt, Davidson aM Lieut, 
Brown, plus a flight engineer and a hitch-hiker, This left both 
Mr# Arnold and myself in a very bad state of concern* Approximate¬ 
ly an hour later Mr# Crlsmon and Mr. Bahl made their appearance la 
the hotel room* t still wasn’t sure that this wan the same B-25 
that the two Intelligence officers had left in last night# Mr# 
Grismon then again called McChord Field and talked to a Colonel 
Gregg and the fact was verified again that the two pilots were 
TJavldaon^ahr'Browh. . ^ """ “ 

After an hour or so Mr* Crlsmon and Mr* Bah! left the 
hotel room with a plan la mind of the four of us meeting the next 
morning {Saturday) for breakfast and going out to Maury Island* 

That evening (Friday) there was a message for me to call 
this particular telephone number that was on the message. I called 
this number and was asked by the party to please call them from a 
paystatloa* This party was & Mr* Lentz, a reporter on the Tacoma 
Timas* He told me, **1 most certainly am doing my self out of a good 
story but I thought you ought to know that somebody has been calling 
this paper and giving us a blow-by-blow description of all that has 
taken place in your room since you arrived.” To verify this, Mr# 
Lasts repeated back to me discussions that I felt had only been 
taking place in our room. 

Mr* Lantz also made the statement that there was a leak 
either from the switchboard operator or our room had been tapped. 

I asked Sir. Lantz why he was tipping us off with this Information* 

He made' the statement that he didn’t mind doing this If in return 
that any information that I may let out would be given to him* 

After this conversation with Mr* Lantz I went back to our room and 

-to^ piaco-^n- thc-telepheAte#--— 

Saturday morning; Mr. Arnold and I met Mr. Dahl and 
Fred Cricroon for breakfast* We then drove out to the boat to go* 
to the island* The boat was unserviceable at the time so we went 
back to the hotel* Mr. Crismon said that he would call later on 
in the day and let us know when the boat would be repaired. That 
was the last time I saw Mr* Crlsmon* 

Approximately 11 o’clock Saturday morning Mr, Crismon 
phoned me and made the statement it would be impossible for him to 
keep this appointment with me* We were cut off by the switchboard 
operator as this was classified as not an emergency call* The 
reason we were out off was due to a stride in all the Tacoma hotels. 
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Mr. Laatz called up and said if I would call him at 
8:30 that evening# he would have some additional Information for 
me. 1 called Mr. Lantz at 8:30 that evening. He told me that 
this anonymous caller had again called va', Mr. Marlllo of the 
United Prase and said that one of the parties that Mr* Arnold and 
I had come down to see was flown to Alaska. Also he Hade the -state¬ 
ment Mr. Smith would be called to Wright Field Tuesday.” This 
anonymous caller made the statement to Mr. Marlllo that this B-25 
was shot down. Mr* Marlllo asked this person calling what hie 
interest was. This anonymous caller made a statement ~ w Bon*t think 

1 am doing it for the newspapers. All X am interested intis seeing 

_s-~,v .—.— 

After I finished the conversation with Mr. Lantz* I went 
over to the United Press and talked v/lfch Mr. Marlllo and had him 
read back to me the conversations that he had had with this 
anonymous caller. But no opinions at this time were voiced either 
by me or Mr * Marlllo. 

Sunday morning I called a Major Sander of S-2 McChord 
Field and asked Mm to meet me at the tlinthrop Hotel at 11 o’clock. 

2 met this Major Sander at 11 o'clock and we drove to a small coffee 
shop on the Tacoma Highway where this complete story was related to 
him by me. We then drove back to the Winthrop Hotel where Major 
Sander was introduced to Mr* Arnold by me and again listened to 

Mr. Arnold's story* Mr. Arnold and X departed from the Uiathrop 
Hotel Sunday afternoon at approximately 4*30. 


This Is to certify that the foregoing statement was taken 
before me# a notary public; that prior to making said statement* the 
witness^ ^as- fIrstr^ ^orn-t'O'Heil' the ■vfh01e~'trati'and nothihg--but Ithe — 
truth; that tha statement was then reduced to Writing and signed by 
me on the_day of August# 1947* 

XH WITNESS WESHEOF I have hereunto set my hand and official 
seal the day and year last above written. ' . - 


Notary l p , uhli , c l,l ln ,ll, aja , d ,l, for' l, the' , Btat , Q 
of Washington# residing at Seattle 










